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EU4Ocean - Network of European Blue Schools 
Black Sea Workshop, October 28th, 2020 

 

EU4Ocean is set up by the European Commission to bring together all European groups and 
organisations active in ocean preservation and ocean literacy. It consists of three major 

components: a coalition of professional organisations, a European Youth Forum for the 
Ocean and a Network of European Blue Schools.  

For the Network of European Blue Schools, we look at how schools, teachers and students 
can be involved in building a more ocean literate society. The Network will assist schools to 
address marine topics in class that are relevant to the school, the local community and the 

region and find inspiration to develop and implement a Find the Blue project in partnership 
with ocean stakeholders. Participating schools will receive the European Blue School 
certification as a mark of their effort and excellence.  

The Network of European Blue Schools is not only an education project, but as much an 
economic, societal and environmental initiative. The project strengthens collaborations 

between the participating schools and the universities, municipalities, NGO’s, industry and 
other marine professionals. Marine stakeholders are involved in the provision of knowledge, 
excursions or teaching resources. Schools have to actively engage with them and ensure 

that the results of their Find the Blue project are transferred to the community.   

In the Black Sea region, many initiatives where schools and ocean stakeholders collaborate 

already exist. The European Blue School initiative can bring these projects under the 
attention of both the Black Sea community and other sea basins, thus creating more 
opportunities to share and learn from each other, ensuring that knowledge and skills can be 

built upon.  
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Program 

13:00 Opening Session 

Welcome address of Mrs. Monica ANISIE, Minister of Education & Scientific Research, 
Romania  

Magdalena Andreea STRACHINESCU OLTEANU, Head of Unit, EC DG MARE 

Ana NORONHA, Executive Director, CIENCIA VIVA, Portugal 

Pınar UYGURER, Middle East Technical University, Project Manager, BS Connect 
Coordination Group 

Sorin MIHAI, Chief Inspector, Constanta County School Inspectorate, Romania 

Eden MAMUT, BSUN Secretary General  

 

13:15 Evy COPEJANS, Project Manager, EMSEA, The EU Blue school initiative 
(process, certification, handbook and network) 

 

13:40 Share good practices of Blue school-like initiatives from the Black Sea and/or 
from other EU regions and countries. 

 

Cristina ANGHEL, Director, “Ovidius” High School, Romania 

Genka RAFAILOVA, Blue Career Centre, Bulgaria 

Manuela VALENTIM, Mare@Nostrum Project, Portugal 

Peder HILL, Kids save ocean, Austria 

Q&A 

 

14:10 Stakeholders with a long-term commitment to schools and their motives for 
engagement to take part in the Network.  

 

Andreea IONASCU, Mare Nostrum, Romania 

Simion NICOLAEV, “Danube - Danube Delta – Black Sea” Cluster, Romania 

Alexandre GOGALADZE, Board member, EMSEA, Georgia 

Ali CETINKAYA, Science Center Konya, Turkey 

Héléna BOUYER, NAUSICAA, France 

 

14:30 Blue Schools for the future of the Black Sea - Moderated discussion     
 

Moderators:  

Evy COPEJANS, Project Manager, EMSEA 

Ana NORONHA, Executive Director, CIENCIA VIVA, Portugal 

Eden MAMUT, BSUN Secretary General 

15:00 Closure 


